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finding middle class. However it is put, herein lies the eco-
nomic basis for the growth of communalism.
It was this situation alone which made Sir Sayyid finally14
into something of a communalist. Inheriting the communal
approach from the previous British policy of disfavouring
Muslims as a group, he spent a good deal of his energy
attempting to erase the impression of Muslim group dis-
loyalty. A large and important class of loyal Muslims was
gathering around his leadership, when the nationalist moev-
ment began. That movement distressed him; he and his
class could not appreciate the anti-government policy. He
was not, of course, able to persuade those few Muslims who
were members of the economically advanced sections, not
to join the nationalist movement. But he was able to per-
suade the many Muslim members of the less advanced
sections, who did not want to join it anyway, that they
should not join it 'as Muslims'.
Thus, middle-class thinking about politics in communal
terms was off to a good start. As yet, it did not involve
inter-communal antagonism and hatred, but simply
distinction. It has slowly developed since then, encouraged
by a constant interplay of developing political and economic
and religious processes, into the furious rivalry of the
present day.
Politically, the British government continued to play off
one community against the other, and to encourage com-
munalist thinking in political and other matters. The inten-
sification of such tactics, however, was left for the twentieth
century.
Economic developments were more dramatic. During
the period 1890-1905, middle-class movements passed
through a radically new phase. The newer, weaker, groups
were already beginning to reach the stage of mild criticism ;
4 Muslims ' were beginning to see some sense in suggesting
improvements to the government. But meanwhile the older,
richer, more established groups, branching out now from
clerical and professional activities to industry, were passing
far beyond that stage to a new and aggressive one of vibran